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and behind the Berkeley hills. When at their brightest, each 
portion considerably surpassed Venus in brilliancy. 

The apparent motion was remarkably slow, the meteor being 
visible for about ten seconds. C. D. Perrine. 

Mount Hamilton, October 31, 1896. 

Abstract of a Letter from Mr. D. J. Brown to 
Professor Holden. 



"Last Camp," Napa, October 23, iS 

"At about six o'clock, p.m. yesterday, there appeared in this 
vicinity a meteor of such remarkable appearance that I deem it 
proper to report its passage to you. 

"It came from the west — its flight was quite near the Earth, 
and speed slower than that of any other like body I have ever seen. 
At first it had a solid head, with a train of considerable length. 
Soon this head divided into three parts, presenting an appearance 
like this,* slowly passing over the valley in the direction of Napa 
Soda Springs. It went to pieces like a spent sky-rocket." 

Letter from Mr. H. F. Stivers, at Hunter's, Tehama 
County, Cal., October 26, 1896. 

"Seeing a meteor, the other evening, that appeared to me more 
than ordinary, I have roughly sketched and described its appear- 
ance and would be pleased to know if it was seen at the Observa- 
tory. Friday, October 22d, at 6:10 p. m., P. S. T., I saw a very 
brilliant meteor in the west. My attention was drawn to it by the 
great light it gave. At first view it was not more than fifteen or 
twenty degrees above the western horizon. It sailed majestically 
along like an immense rocket directly towards the Moon, and 
disappeared in the Moon's light, not more than ten degrees from 
that luminary. Its zenith was about ten degrees north of mine, 
on passing which it separated twice, making plainly visible three 
pieces, the largest the apparent size of a closed hand, the others 
diminished to about one-half each. 

" It was visible from ten to fifteen seconds, and had a trail of 
twenty-five or thirty degrees. 

' ' It emitted a white light, tinged at times, I should judge, with 



' The sketch is omitted. 
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red and yellow. It must have described the complete arc of the 
heavens and had it not been for the brightness of the full moon, 
should nearly all have been observable by me." 

Note. — The accompanying sketch has not been reproduced. 

Wheatland,* October 22. — A most remarkable meteor 
was seen a few minutes past 6 o' clock this evening. It appeared 
in the west as a star of the magnitude of the evening star, and in 
close proximity to Jupiter. f It increased in size and gradually 
separated, first into two and finally into three distinct comet- 
shaped bodies. Following each other they sped toward the east 
and disappeared. — S. F. Chronicle. 

Highland Springs,- October 23. — At 6:13 o'clock, last 
night, a meteoric display, such as is seldom seen, passed over 
here. It was composed of three large balls of fire moving from 
southwest to northeast. It looked as if the balls burst on the 
mountain north of Clear Lake. 

Three Meteors in Line. 

Nevada, Cal., October 22. — A triple connected meteor was 
observed in the northern heavens at ten minutes past 6 o'clock 
this evening. Three balls of fire, all in a row and connected like 
a train of cars, with a long fiery tail, flashed in view just a few 
degrees above the western horizon and traveled in a direction a 
little north of east. In half a minute they disappeared from view 
high in the heavens, apparently somewhere over the Great Dipper 
and North Star. 

The sight was magnificent and awe-inspiring, and one long to 
be remembered, as it did not appear to be over forty or fifty miles 
above the earth. A splendid view of the triple-connected meteor 
was taken by W. M. Richards. — 6*. F. Examiner, Oct. 23, 1896. 

This meteor was also seen by many visitors at the Cliff House, 
near San Francisco. 

On the Form of the Corona of August 9, 1896. 

The Lick Observatory has just received three good positive 
copies of photographs of this eclipse, taken in Lapland by 
Dr. L. Wuchikhowsky. A naked-eye sketch also accompanied 



* Yuba County, California, t !• e - Venus. 



